1980a), and mating behavior (Seigel, 1980b) , but nothing has been published concerning reproduction in this subspecies. The purpose of this paper is to compare the nesting habits, clutch size, and reproductive potential of M.
t. tequesta to those of other subspecies.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
My investigations were conducted from January 1977 to April 1979 at the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge, Brevard County, Florida (Fig. 1) . The refuge consists of three large brackish water lagoons, each surrounded by a series of dikes and brackish water impoundments, built in the late 1950's. The construction of these dikes resulted in the elimination of virtually all of the salt marsh on the refuge, so Malaclemys at Merritt Island are confined to the lagoons, or to the brackish water impoundments which surround them. A more detailed description of the study site is given elsewhere (Seigel, 1979) .
Information concerning nesting habits was collected by walking two standardized 1.6 km census routes along a dike road on the northern boundary of the refuge (Fig. 1) . Each route was checked 3-5 times daily during AprilJuly, from 0700-0100. Turtles were collected by hand as they nested along the sides of the dike. Additional specimens were collected from a narrow canal bordering the study area. Straight-line carapace and plastron lengths (to the nearest 0.1 cm), and body weights (to the nearest 10 g) were recorded for each individual. Cloacal, substrate and shaded air temperatures were measured to the nearest 0.1 C with a Schultheis quick-reading thermometer. All turtles were marked and released at point of capture. Clutch size was determined by direct counts in natural nests, examination of corpora lutea, enlarged follicles and oviducal eggs, and by X-ray examination of gravid females (Gibbons and Greene, 1979) . Eggs were incubated on moist soil in an open house trailer on the refuge. Eggs and hatchlings were measured to the nearest 0.1 cm with dial calipers, and weighed to the nearest 0.1 g on a Mettler balance.
All means are followed by ? one standard deviation. Student's t-tests were used to compare sample means.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Nesting habits. Although numerous areas, including sand dunes, spoil islands, and the borders of the lagoons were surveyed for signs of nesting activity, nesting was observed only on dike roads. In contrast, other subspecies of Malaclemys nest almost exclusively on sand dunes, or in areas where sand dunes were historically present (Carr, 1952; Reid, 1955 Geographic variation in reproduction. Montevecchi and Burger (1975) suggested that Malaclenmys showed considerable geographic variation in clutch size, and my data support that speculation. Available information concerning clutch size in Malaclemys is presented in Table 2 . Clutch size varies from 9.7 eggs/clutch in New Jersey terrapins, to 6.7 eggs/clutch in M. t. tequesta. Similar reduction in clutch size in southern populations of Perhaps a more significant geographic trend is that for egg size (Table 3) It has been suggested ( 
